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through Indiana to Chicago., where he was met by a cavalcade
ten miles from the city, and was followed by a long train of
carriages. Here he addressed a vast crowd assembled in front
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of the Lake House, and, on the following day, a festival was
given in his honor. On the 1st of July he crossed the lower
part of Lake Michigan to Michigan City, and passed thence to
Toledo. On the 8th he reached Detroit, from which place he
arrived on the 16th at Buffalo, where, on the 1'Tth, there was a
grand steamboat regatta on Lake Erie, in honor of his visit.
On landing from this excursion, he was escorted to the park,
and there addressed the public in one of his characteristic
speeches. On the 26th he reached the city of !N"ew York, on
his way to Massachusetts.

Such is a very imperfect outline of the last extended and
public tour that Mr. Webster made to the "West. It might have
resembled the progress of a supreme ruler, if he had not been
simply a member of the legislative branch of the Government;
for the addresses which were presented to him, and which are
now before me in great numbers, many of them, coining from
quarters which it was impossible for him to visit, almost always
proceeded from formal meetings of the citizens, convened for
the purpose of inviting him, and they mark the general sense
of his public importance, while, with perfect freedom, they ex-
press the gratification and delight to be anticipated from his
presence. It is quite apparent, from, the tone of these addresses,
that, on this tour, he exhibited his great social powers in their
most attractive form, and that their fame spread far and wide
through that vast region. It was a new experience in that
country to see so much refinement and intellectual power, com-
bined with a fascination and cordiality that put everybody at
their ease, and yet lost nothing of personal dignity. "Western
society had heard of Mr. Webster's coldness, and coldness is not
to its taste. It found him, to its surprise and delight, one of
the most genial of men, capable of hearty enjoyment in the
simplest pleasures of life, and feeling quickly and keenly all
manifestations of sympathy and kindness. On him, too, the
country and its people produced a very strong impression.

Mr. Van "Buren, who received the administration of the Gov-
ernment in March, 1837, just as the great crisis in the monetary